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COCKBURN AND KWINANA CONNECTING COMMUNITY FOR KIDS INITIATIVE 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Community Services [9.05 am]: I would like to inform 
Parliament about an exciting partnership between the state government and the private sector in the health and 
wellbeing of young children. In December last year, I announced the Cockburn and Kwinana Connecting 
Community for Kids initiative, which is a partnership between the state government, Woodside and the 
Western Australian Council of Social Service. The initiative is resourced by a $2 million investment from the 
Woodside development fund, which supports projects that bring about meaningful change in communities. The 
Connecting Community for Kids initiative aims to improve the level of social, emotional, communication and 
language development of children in Cockburn and Kwinana, as measured by the Australian Early Development 
Census. It is a significant example of state government agencies, community sector organisations and local 
governments working with private industry to deliver a substantial project. 
In addition, the initiative will enable the state government to identify gaps and duplication of effort to ensure the 
delivery of services and programs that are connected, integrated and responsive to children’s needs. The state 
government recognises the importance of a child’s early years to their future development. We want to do all we 
can to ensure that Western Australian children have the best possible start in life. 

Cockburn and Kwinana are both local government areas that have a higher than average proportion of young 
children and high population growth. I am confident that this project will be of great importance to these 
communities. By targeting investment in the future of Cockburn and Kwinana’s young children, the state 
government is investing in their futures. I look forward to continuing to update the house on the implementation 
and progress of this important community initiative. 
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